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Representative
Robert Pritchard
visits with NICIL Staff

NS e S On Monday, February 9th,
Representatlve Robert Pritchard stopped in the NICIL office for a visit.
Representative Pritchard represents DeKalb, Ogle and Lee Counties.
He took time out of his busy schedule to find out a little more about
who we are and what we do. While he was here, Rep. Pritchard lis-
tened as the NICIL staff each took a little time to explain to him what
each of their job duties are. He listened attentively as we discussed
what our responsibilities to the community are and some of the chal-
lenges that we face on a daily basis. Kathy Fischer, Executive Director

explained that with the sudden downturn in the economy, we are ex-
periencing an increase in the number of people who are requesting our

services.

Carlos Munoz, Hispanic Resource Coordinator _ and the person respon-
sible for setting up the visit, explained that he spends a lot of his time
working with consumers in Ogle County. Carlos told the Representa-
tive that he had about 36 consumers that he calls on in Ogle County

and that that number would triple or quadruple if NICIL had the funds

to open up an office in the Rochelle area.

Mary Stopher and Dallas Renkes, Community Reintegration Coordina-

tors , then spent some time explaining what their program does and
how much money it actually saves the state. Dallas shared some num-
bers with Rep. Pritchard about the savings. She showed him one of the
reports from the state that shows that the Community Reintegration
Program has saved the state over

tion.

We concluded our visit discussing some of the current issues going on
in Springfield and how they might affect the center. Kathy asked him
about House Bill 1063 (Formul a
she would send him more information about it. For more information
about Formula Funding and House Bill 1063 please visit the NICIL
website at www.nicil.org. We would like to thank Representative

Pritchard for stopping by and hope he will stop in again soon.
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NICIL EVENTS

April

PA Orientation (9:30A -4P): 16thi Ogle, Rochelle Hospital
20th A Whiteside/Lee, Sinnissippi Centers, Dixon

Transition Planning Training: 20thi at SVCC, Room 2K2 (9A -3P)
Transition Planning i A Continuing Journey
(Must RSVP. For more information, call NICIL.)
Living Our Lives Better
Together Support Group: 22ndfi at NICIL, Rock Falls (11A -1P)

May
Cinco de Mayo Celebration: 2ndf Schied Park, Sterling, (1 -4P)

PA Orientation (9:30A -4P): 18thfi Whiteside/Lee, Sinnissippi Centers, Dixon
19thfi JD/Carroll, First United Methodist Ch. Savanna
Living Our Lives Better
Together Support Group: 27thi at NICIL, Rock Falls (11A -1P)

June

Summer Sign Language Classes Begin:10th fi Registration now being taken.

PA Orientation (9:30A -4P) 9th i Ogle, Rochelle Hospital
15th A Whiteside/Lee, Sinnissippi Centers, Dixon
25th i JD/Carroll, JD County Health Dept., Galena
Living Our Lives Better
Together Support Group: 24th i at NICIL, Rock Falls (11A -1P)

4t h Annual W VOLUNT BRERS MEEDHD i call NICIL for more information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT NICIL

Volunteers are always needed and are a vital part of our organization! By giving as little
as 4 hours a week, you could be helping to provide the people we serve with valuable informa-
tion and services. You will gain experience and skills which may be valuable in your career.
You can also learn more about our community and its challenges and resources. You would

be assisting in creating a more positive future for people with disabilities.

If you are interested in becoming a NICIL volunteer or would like more information,
please contact Cilvia toll free at (888)886 -4245 voice or (888) -776-4245 TTY.
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READY BonusWinners!
By: Kay Arity, PA Program Coordinator

No
Picture
available
July winner Mandy Tumminaro August winner Dave Gibbons September winner Sheila Duncan
For Sheri Heshelman For Mike Mohr For Pat Detorrice

October winner Deborah Gray November winner Peggy Sturgeon December winner Debra Hodge
For Joyce Rager For Heather Smith For Evelyn Joseph

January winner Toshia Zinke February winner Jennifer Ormond March winner Lisa Wilczynski
For Carol Ennis For James Jones For Joannie Sims

ATTENTION NICIL CONSUMERS

Do you have Personal Assistants who are always on time, always ready and willing
to assist you in making Independent Living a reality??
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Cal I NI'ClL and nominate them for the RAIfY Bo
show them that you appreciate all they do for you! $
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