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Rock Falls, IL 61071
Phone: 888-886-4245 Toll Free Voice/888-776-4245 Toll Free TTY

Website: www.nicil.org

DATES TO REMEMBER!

GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 2008

Fall 2008

Last day to register to vote: OCTOBER 7, 2008

NICIL Board Members

Grace period registration and voting:

First Day, October 8, 2008

Last Day, October 21, 2008

Voting by Mail:

First day to apply: September 25, 2008
Last day to apply: October 30, 2008

Early Voting:
First day, October 14,2008

Last day, October 30, 2008

(Must be received, not just postmarked)

Staff Members

Kathy Fischer
Executive Director

E-mail: kathy@hnicil.org

Cilvia Rivera
Program Director

E-mail: cilvia@nicil.org

Kathy Franks
Resource Coordinator

E-mail: kathy2@nicil.org

Carlos Munoz
Hispanic Resource Coordinator

E-mail: carlos@nicil.org

Gigi Clifton
PA Program Assistant
E-mail: gigi@nicil.org

Mary Stopher
Community Reintegration Coordinator

E-mail: mary@hnicil.org

Michael Mohr
Resource Coordinator

E-mail: mike@nicil.org

Kay Arity
PA Program Coordinator

E-mail: kay@nicil.org

Wayne Davis
Office Manager/Development Director

E-mail: wayne@nicil.org

Dallas Renkes
Community Reintegration Coordinator

E-mail: dallas@nicil.org

Cheyenne Covell, President
Julie Babin, Vice President
Fred Swanson, Treasurer
Ed Mulvaney, Secretary

Susan Harkness, Director

AmyJo Kessel, Director
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yery important that @
individuals with disabilities %5

register AND vote!

That way, when your legislators are contacted via letter or e-mail or
phone call, opinions will hold even more weight. There is a total listing in this newsletter
of those elected individuals who cover our five-county service area of the state. It’s im-
portant to find out where they stand on issues and vote accordingly!

Absentee Voting Procedures for Whiteside, Lee, Carroll, Ogle and JoDaviess Counties:

When can applications for absentee ballots be made?

(Be certain to apply within the following time frames.)

By Mail: Not more than 40 days nor less than 5 days prior to the election

In Person:  Not more than 40 days nor less than 1 day prior to the election
The steps involved:

Step One: Obtain the proper application for absentee ballot, either by mail or in per-
son, from your election authority (county clerk or board of election commissioners.)

Step Two: Upon receipt, complete the application. Make certain to include your name,
home address, address where you want the ballot to be mailed, and be sure to sign the
application. In primary elections, you must state your party affiliation.

Step Three: After completing the application, either mail it or deliver it yourself to your
election authority. If you return the application in person or complete the application in
the election authority’s office, you may immediately vote your absentee ballot in the elec-
tion authority’s office. If you mail the application and it is properly completed, the elec-
tion authority will mail your absentee ballot to you.

Step Four: After receiving your ballot, VOTE THE BALLOT IN SECRET. Insert the
ballot into the envelope provided, seal it, complete and sign the certification on the back
and PERSONALLY return it or mail it. (The absentee voter may authorize, in writing, a
spouse, parent, child, brother, sister, or licensed motor carrier, to deliver to the election
authority the completed absentee ballot in sufficient time to be delivered to the polling
place on Election Day.)
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.—20th—Whiteside/Lee, Sinnissippi Centers, Dixon

Oct.—28th—Ogle, Rochelle Hospital, Rochelle

Nov— I 7th—Whiteside/Lee, Sinnissippi Centers, Dixon

Dec—I15th—Whiteside/Lee, Sinnissippi Centers, Dixon
Living Our Lives Better

Together Support Group: Oct.—21st—at Selmi’s, Rock Falls (1 |A-1P)

Nov—26th—at NICIL, Rock Falls (1 | A-1P) Holiday Party
Dec—NO MEETING
Nov—I | th—Veteran’s Day

Nov—27-28th—Thanksgiving Holiday

OFFICE CLOSED:
OFFICE CLOSED:

NICIL OFFICE IS CLOSED DEC. 22, 2008 THROUGH JAN 1, 2009.
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i Campaign for Real Choice in lllinois sent a questionnaire to all prospective Senators and i
% Representatives in lllinois. The candidates were asked to respond to the questionnaire and %
% notified that their answers would be made public. The responses are as follows: %
:
X The fifteen candidates and their prospective districts are: %
*| X
z District # Representatives Party Responded %
*| X
% 36 James Brosnahan Democrat No response %
% 70 Robert Pritchard Republican yes %
% 70 James Dusling Green No response %
% 71 Mike Boland Democrat yes %
i 71 Lawrence Bruckner Republican No response i
i 89 Jim Sacia Republican No response i
i 89 Walter Johnson Democrat yes i
i 90 Kenneth Novak Democrat yes i
% 90 Jerry Mitchell Republican yes %
*| X
% District # Senators Party %
% 35 Bradley Burzynski Republican No response %
% 35 Ryan Gailey Democrat yes %
i 36 Michael Jacobs Democrat No response i
i 36 Michael Bertelsen Republican No response i
i 45 Marty Mulcahey Democrat yes i
i 45 Tim Bivins Republican No response i
%MMMHﬂﬂﬂﬂi&&M&M&MMM&&MM&&MMM&&&M&&MM&&&MM&MMM&MMM&MMM&&MMMMMM&&&&&M%
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I. Do you believe that people with disabilities have the same rights as anyone else?

ALL answered ‘“‘yes”.

2. Do you believe that individuals with disabilities should be the primary decision maker in their lives?

ALL answered ‘“‘yes”.
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP:

I. Will you make it a priority to include people with disabilities as part of your political team
and/or as advisors on relevant issues?

ALL answered ‘“‘yes”.

2. |If yes, how do you intend to do so?
Ryan Gailey: Utilizing local disabled citizens to craft policy and weigh issues.
Marty Mulcahey: Create an Advisory Group for issues surrounding many issues including one on persons
with disabilities.
Robert Pritchard: | am in regular contact with agencies serving people with disabilities and staff are on
my event committees.
Mike Boland: | would welcome any advice on issues.

Walter M. Johnson: By placing calls and talking to people about issues and meeting with citizens to get

their input on issues.
Kenneth Novak: See end.
Jerry Mitchell: 1 will continue to work with NICIL and listen to the needs of the disabled.

TECHNOLOGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS:

I. Do you support legislative measures to require that internet technologies be made accessible to and usable
by people with disabilities in lllinois?

All answered “yes”.

2. What measures would you propose to ensure that consumer electronic and telecommunications devices are
accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities in lllinois?

Ryan Gailey: Ensure measures are in place to fund programs to convert computer facilities in public build-
ings to accommodate the same amount of disabled users.

Marty Mulcahey: | am eager to learn more on this issue.

Robert Pritchard: Equipment is available through the lllinois Assistive Technology Program. Share infor-
mation about the availability.

Mike Boland: I need information from the disabilities community on the issue. Please keep me informed
on legislation on this issue.

Walter M. Johnson: By making sure that the person with disabilities can use a device to get on to inter

net by voice or machine and would have help to train the person how to use machine to hook to internet.
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Id have a grant program that would assist the disabled with tech-

nology needs.
INTEGRATED COMMUNITY LIVING:
I. Do you support funding mechanisms, such as “Money Follows the Person,” that allow people with disabilities
in lllinois who are currently unnecessarily institutionalized to move into integrated settings?
All answered “yes”.
2. How would you increase opportunities for people with disabilities in lllinois to live in the most integrated set-
tings?
Ryan Gailey: N/A
Marty Mulcahey: There is value and merit to independent living. 1 would like to explore this issue.
Robert Pritchard: Provide grants to community agencies to buy or build appropriate units.
Mike Boland: We need more funding and incentives to builders to build taking account of needs.
Walter M. Johnson: By surveying how many people live in certain areas of lllinois that have disabilities and
by seeing how many residential homes are in areas and then look at building more homes (of six to eight
residents) to handle housing.
Kenneth Novak: see end.
Jerry Mitchell: | believe that personal assistants deserve more money for the job they do and more com-
munication to the disabled is important.
3. How will you address the shortage of community direct care attendants in lllinois?
Ryan Gailey: N/A
Marty Mulcahey: Increase wages for direct care attendants to attract more applicants.
Robert Pritchard: Encourage educational institutions to discuss careers, work with organizations to pro-
duce career information, support competitive salary reimbursements.
Mike Boland: We need to increase pay and especially benefits such as health insurance for direct care at-
tendants.
Walter M. Johnson: By providing reasonable pay for the work they do and also providing training and
benefit packages.
Kenneth Novak: See end.
Jerry Mitchell: Work for increased funding to make a more desirable position.
HOUSING:
I. What would you do to increase the availability of affordable, accessible, integrated housing
opportunities in the community for low and moderate income people with disabilities and
their families?
Ryan Gailey: Assess condition and availability of current facilities and fight for improvement and expan
sion as needed.
Marty Mulcahey: | honestly don’t know, however, having a sister-in-law with severe disabilities, | would ex-
plore options to make independent living more of a reality.
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Mike Boland: See #4

Walter M. Johnson: To try and provide a tax break to landlords and home owners to rent or lease to peo-

ple with disabilities and to encourage new developments to make apartments and houses handicap acces-
sible.

Kenneth Novak: | will work collaboratively with advocacy organizations to ensure that legislation is spon-
sored and implemented as intended so that the availability of affordable, accessible and integrated housing
opportunities are a reality within communities throughout the State of lllinois. Housing Authorities
should be encouraged to expand housing voucher programs for individuals with disabilities in accessible
units that are age appropriate settings. This is needed as rental assistance for persons with disabilities
tend way too often to limit them to “senior’’ housing settings which causes friction between young adults
with disabilities and seniors. Also, should home ownership be a priority for an individual with a disability,
there needs to be more funding opportunities available within home ownership programs that are simul-
taneously available for persons without disabilities.

Jerry Mitchell: | am open to suggestions and willing to help with ideas.

EMPLOYMENT:

I. What steps would you take to reduce employment barriers and improve employment opportunities for peo-
ple with disabilities in your district and in the entire state of lllinois?

Ryan Gailey: Enforce federal law requiring reasonable accommodations for disabled workers.

Marty Mulcahey: Provide tax incentives to employers hiring persons with disabilities.

Robert Pritchard: Work with advocates in sponsoring legislation and information. Sponsor and participate
in programs to involve community leaders in a ‘“walk in their shoes” exercise.

Mike Boland: I believe strong enforcement of anti-discrimination laws would help. Perhaps we need to
look at increasing penalties on those who do this. See #7

Walter M. Johnson: To provide quality training on certain jobs and to support workshops statewide with

more funding to guide and train the people for the jobs.
Kenneth Novak: *See end.

Jerry Mitchell: Again, | will discuss with NICIL personnel and help in any way possible.

EDUCATION:

I. Federal and state laws require that students with disabilities are educated in the least restrictive environment
and that appropriate accommodations and support services are provided to them. How would you ensure

that these laws are enforced in lllinois?

Ryan Gailey: Ensure government oversight and enforcement accompanies funding.

Marty Mulcahey: | am willing to work with the State Board of Education to make sure these funds are set
aside for these programs.

Robert Pritchard: Work with any constituents who have concerns to see that schools and agencies are

abiding by and enforcing the laws.
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ure there is enough staff and resources for the Executive Branch

to enforce these laws.

Walter M. Johnson: To provide trained counselors and teachers that can handle the needs of the person,
to interact in classroom settings and that records by kept and reviewed by qualified state professionals.
Kenneth Novak: *See end.

Jerry Mitchell: Encourage advocates to report cases where the law is not being addressed.
HEALTHCARE:

I. What steps would you take to ensure that people with disabilities in lllinois have access to

affordable, quality health care that is responsive to their individual needs?

Ryan Gailey: Oversight of current funding to ensure it’s being used to maximum benefit.

Marty Mulcahey: All who are without health insurance should have access to quality care.

Robert Pritchard: Encourage DHS and HFS to increase the Medicaid funding and payment cycle.

Mike Boland: This should be a first step in universal health care. Increase Income levels on circuit breaker.
Walter M. Johnson: To try and have more medical facilities accept Medicaid and to have person with dis-
ability treated fairly.

Kenneth Novak: *See end.

Jerry Mitchell: Vote for legislation that makes health care affordable.

2. How would you improve the quality of health and rehabilitation services provided to veterans with disabilities
in lllinois?

Ryan Gailey: | am a veteran myself. | would work with the VA to expand current facilities and increase
funding.

Marty Mulcahey: Veterans have served us all and deserve mental and physical care. The Federal and State
governments should increase funding for veteran care.

Robert Pritchard: Proper state and federal funding; fill vacancies at veteran clinics and housing facilities;
improve the community services which would also be available to veterans; engage Governor and legisla-
tors in discussions and visits.

Mike Boland: | was chief sponsor of veterans’ lottery ticket with all proceeds going to veterans’ care. Sup-
port more funding.

Walter M. Johnson: To provide more funding to VA Hospitals and Clinics, to try and get more VA Hospi-

tals and Clinics built, and to provide better medical transportation to VA Hospitals and Clinics.
Kenneth Novak: *See end.

Jerry Mitchell: Vote for legislation that makes health care affordable.
TRANSPORTATION:

I. What would you do to expand access to affordable, accessible transportation for people

with disabilities in lllinois, especially in rural areas?
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Ryan Gailey: Loo

programs as needed.

INto single-payer options to increase coverage and provide transportation or shuttle
Marty Mulcahey: Transportation issues are becoming increasingly more important for people from all
walks of life. New modes of mass transportation should receive increased attention.

Robert Pritchard: | have been working with 2 counties in my district to establish a public transportation
service. All currently provide service to shelters and workshops.

Mike Boland: This should be the first priority in our efforts to expand public transportation, especially to
current non-served areas.

Walter M. Johnson: To try and increase funding to transportation companies to provide longer hours of

operations of basic services, and to work with transit authorities to provide service in rural areas.
Kenneth Novak: See end.
Jerry Mitchell: My office is working now to attain federal matching dollars to supply better and more af-

fordable public transportation.
VOTING:

I. What steps would you take to ensure that voters with disabilities in lllinois are able to vote

privately and independently?

Ryan Gailey: Ensure handicap accessible voting locations are available and made known to the public.
Marty Mulcahey: With early voting in lllinois, more effort should be given to getting voters with disabilities
to the polls up to 30 days before the election day, including election day.

Robert Pritchard: | am not aware of any problems in my district. This is the responsibility of the County
Clerk and elections officials.

Mike Boland: I was chief sponsor of legislation providing voting access for those with disabilities. | would
also support voting by mail which would make it easier to vote.

Walter M. Johnson: To provide some voting machines that are lower to wheelchair height, and to have

trained disability workers help people place their votes and sign form stating to not reveal person’s vote.
Kenneth Novak: *See end.

Jerry Mitchell: Make sure that voting machines and polling places are totally handicapped accessible.

*Notation from Kenneth Novak: As | would be new to the legislature, it is difficult for me to say exactly and in
specifics what | would do to address the issues raised in this questionnaire. However, | feel strongly that the state
of lllinois needs to do some re-prioritizing starting with the waste in state government and put the spending in the
area of human needs. My wife has worked for 30 years in child welfare and | know that it is largely underfunded. |
have a daughter who works in child care and considering the importance of her work, she is significantly under-
paid, just like personal care assistants. | also have a son who is disabled and could not be accommodated in his
home school district, so | understand that frustration with the lack of appropriate resources. Additionally, | agree
that we need to address issues of inadequate housing and healthcare as communities and as a state. As a state,
we need to embrace the idea that we must be responsive to the needs of all of our residents and especially those

who often are not powerful or wealthy. We must listen to everyone—I am open to ideas and suggestions.
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Woessner, County Clerk

Lee:

Ogle:

JoDaviess:

Whiteside:

301 N. Main
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053
1-815-244-0221

ccclerkl@carroll-county.net

Nancy Nelson, County Clerk
112 E. 2nd. St. PO Box 329
Dixon, IL 61021
1-815-288-3309

nnelson@countyoflee.org

Jean Dimke, County Clerk
330 N. Bench St.

Galena, IL 61036
1-815-777-0161

countyclerk@jodaviess.org

Rebecca Huntley, County Clerk
4th and Washington PO Box 357
Oregon, IL 61061
1-815-732-1110

elections@oglecounty,org

Dana Nelson, County Clerk
200 E. Knox St.

Morrison, IL 61270
1-815-772-5189
countyclerk@whiteside.org



http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22

Your complimentary
use period has ended.

om p | ete Than/; [})//2% for U/SI;?g Non-Profit Org.
omplete.

U.S. Postage

C ck Here to u PAID
Unlimited Pagt

Rock Falls, IL 61071
Permit # 30

Americans wik

Disabilities

CoSponsor ILLINOIS
DISABILITY O ePROJECT

This newsletter is paid for in part by DHS and is available in alternative formats.

NORTHWESTERN ILLINOIS CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:

Organization:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

| am interested in becoming a volunteer for NICIL _
Individual Membership $5.00
Business Membership $25.00 | am interested in making a contribution to NICIL. $
Lifetime Membership $50.00
Corporation Membership  $100.00 | would like additional information regarding NICIL.
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